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MAY 2008 
 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BRENTFORD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
HELD ON TUESDAY, 13TH MAY, VENUE - THE HOCK CELLAR, FULLER SMITH & TURNER AT 
18.30PM 
 
PRESENT: There were 24 members and guests present. 

 
PRESIDENT'S 
REMARKS 

Tim Luckett, President, welcomed those who had attended tonight.  He hoped 
that everyone was enjoying the beer! 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
ATTENDING 
 

- Jacqueline Wilson - Energ-Eyes Personal Training 
Only 3 new businesses had signed up for Membership this year. 
- Shaheem Ahmed - Pappadums 
- Shakib Niazi - N-Tire Systems 
 

APOLOGIES Apologies were received from – Andy Ward-ABA Design, Belinda Simpson-
Geoff Beardsley Architects, Kenneth Solomons-K S Solomons Chartered 
Accountants, Mary Spice-St Paul’s, Matt Harmer-BrentfordTW8.com, Nigel 
Denton-Infotex Limited, Garth Buckle-Hounslow Education Business 
Partnership 
 

MINUTES Approval of the Minutes of the 2007 AGM was proposed Brian Sawyer.  
Seconded by Bruce Hayward and agreed by the Members as a true record of 
the meeting. 
 

MATTERS 
ARISING 

None. 
 
 

PRESIDENT'S 
REPORT 

The President thanked everyone for attending tonight.  He commented that his 
report is in two parts. 
Firstly the Chamber has been active and eventful over the last year.  He had 
attended several meetings and events in the Borough on behalf of the 
Chamber.  Suffice to say that the Chamber as played its part in discussions 
affecting those who live and work in Brentford. 
Highlights have been  
- assisting and participating in the organising of the Young People’s Conference 
to find out what local school students want out the upcoming developments with 
the inspirational help of Garth Buckle 
- the Brentford Chamber was a joint winner of the Hounslow Chamber Jubilee 
Cup in recognition of our part in the Town Centre project 
- the Chamber assisted by becoming the bankers for the Brentford Xmas light 
funds.  This resulted in Xmas lights in the High Street for the first time in many 
years 
- the Chamber ran a stall at the Brentford Festival on behalf of the Macmillan 
Cancer Fund last September.  We will run a stall for this year’s event.  Please 
be prepared to give support this event which is now becoming an annual affair. 
Tim also advised of the new Brentford Football Stadium at the Lionel Road 
Goods Yard site in is the planning stage.  This is a £500 million project, it will 
seat 20,000 people, contain a new state of the art Olympic sized pool and some  



 

 
 
 
 
new family-type housing. 
Tim also voiced his thanks to all the Members who had hosted a general 
meeting over the year.  He felt that the Chamber could not survive without the 
support of the larger businesses in the membership.  He urged all members to 
try to attend as many of these meetings as possible. 
 
Secondly, Tim referred to the last 4 years as President.  He had thoroughly 
enjoyed his Presidency, saddened that it had finished - it had been fun!  He felt 
that the Chamber was a true community and was shown by the amount of 
people who are willing to put themselves out time and again. 
Tim felt that there was one person who needs special thanks and extended this 
to Eileen Henderson - the Secretary - who he additionally commented actually 
runs the Chamber.  Tim presented Eileen with a bouquet of flowers. 
Tim then said that this was his last speech as President.  He had been proud to 
have been chosen as President and is proud to pass on the mantle to his 
successor and hopes that the Membership will support the new President and 
the Chamber.  Lastly he said we have a history to live up to and hugely 
promising future. 
 

TREASURER'S 
REPORT 

Accounts for the past two years were presented at the meeting.  These were 
proposed by Brian Sawyer and Seconded by Peter Hughes and agreed. 
 

SECRETARY'S 
REPORT 

The Secretary thanked Fullers, Michelle Beaumont, for allowing the Brentford 
Chamber to hold their AGM again at Fullers.  The Secretary commented that 
Fullers never flinch in allowing the Hock Cellar to be used for this annual event.  
The Secretary also thanked other host Members over the past year.  They 
were: 
Heidelberg (March)- speaker the Mayor of Hounslow - Cllr Andy Morgan-Watts 
GlaxoSmithKline (February) - speaker Chris Jones of GSK 
Mercedes Benz (October) - speaker Richard Stacy and Mike Cantor of 
Mercedes 
The Old Fire Station (September)- speaker Robert Evans MEP 
Boston Manor House (July) - annual picnic 
House of Commons (June) - Dinner with Vincent Cable 
Holiday Inn (June) - speaker Huw Edwards of Olympic Delivery Authority. 
A thousand thanks extended to the Members for hosting these events. 
Membership stands at 83 inclusive of 4 Honorary and 6 Free Members.  
Recruitment of new Members will be a priority and the Secretary asked each 
Member present to try to help generate Membership. 
The Secretary also thanked Tim for attending each and every one of the 
scheduled meetings over the past 4 years.  Whilst Tim may now take a break 
the Secretary commented ‘I still have to go on!’ 
The Secretary concluded that if any Member has any ideas for speakers for the 
future or would like to host an event would they please get in contact with her. 
 

RETIREMENT OF 
EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL 
 

All Council Executive Members retired. 
 

ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS 

The following nominations had been received and were approved.  The Officers 
elected were:  
President – Peter Hughes 
Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Corbin and Brian Sawyer 
Hon. Treasurer - Brian Johnson 
Members of the Executive Council re-elected: - Eileen Henderson, Ruth 
Rollason, Tim Luckett. 
New Members to the Executive: Nigel Denton, Andrew Ward, Arron Latham, 
Donald Kerr. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
The Secretary advised that she had not received any further nominations for the 
Exec.  All that is required from the new members of the Exec is that they 
commit themselves to a further meeting each month where they are ‘fed and 
watered’.   
 

ELECTION OF 
HON. AUDITORS 
 

Joseph Bourke was re-elected. 

ELECTION OF 
HON. SOLICITORS 
 

Alec Atchison of Vickers & Co re-elected. 
 

PRESENTATION 
TO RETIRING 
PRESIDENT 

Both the retiring President - Tim Luckett - and the newly elected President Peter 
Hughes stepped up to the top table.   
Tim duly handed over the Chain of Office for the position of President to Peter 
wishing him well in his endeavours for the next four years.   
Peter, on behalf of the whole Membership, thanked Tim for his sterling work 
over the past four years.  As a token of the Chamber’s thanks a presentation of 
lead crystal champagne glasses was presented to him.  Tim thanked Peter and 
the Membership and looked forward to opening a bottle of champagne when he 
got home. 
 

Speaker: Arron Latham of Clydesdale Bank  - Clydesdale is the largest business bank 
in Australia and New Zealand.  They have 1,700 outlets worldwide and almost 
40,000 employees.  Clydesdale bank in a member of the National Australia 
Bank Group including MLC, Yorkshire Bank, nabCapital, National, and Bank of 
New Zealand.  The Clydesdale Bank was established in 1838 and became a 
member of the National Australia Bank Group in 1987.  Yorkshire Bank merged 
in 2005.  Clydesdale has expanded into England in the last few years.  The 
bank targets medium to high net worth customers.  Arron advised that this 
started at £1m +.  Amongst other services the bank can provide for clients are 
regular seminars and networking events and free use of conference and 
meeting rooms. 
For further information contact Arron on 020 7653 5263 or 07786 277243. 
 

ANY OTHER 
BUSINESS 

Peter Hughes - Peter took this advantage to take the floor and spoke of his 
aspirations for the Chamber for the future.  He hopes that together with the 
Exec he will be able to organise dynamic general meetings, improve the 
Chamber web site so that Members get more from it, find new speakers - 
possibly in-house from Members as with the SME slots we try to include at each 
meeting.  He also hoped to get more large businesses to sign up for 
Membership thus giving a variety of different venues.  Peter thought it would be 
good for the Chamber to become more involved in tourism, entertainment and 
sport within the borough.  Crucial is a Landlord’s Forum where businesses with 
leases can get together to ensure a guarantee of tenure, hope to stop paying 
over the top prices, etc. 
Peter also thought that a Jobs Fair would be ideal.  In this way the Chamber 
businesses can host a stall and get staff for their work. 
Finally a pet project of his is to bring back the Brentford Fountain.  He advised 
he has a cunning plan to get the market traders to release it. 
Les Wright - wondered if we could get the MP to a meeting once they have 
been elected/re-elected.  Jennifer Corbin  advised that when in her office as 
President of the Chamber a letter was written to her to ask her to become 
Patron of the Chamber.  Unfortunately Jennifer is still awaiting a reply some 10 
or so years later on this.  Peter Hughes replied that he would still like to try to 
get Ann Keen to become Patron and this is one of the jobs he will try to get 
done.  Peter finally ended the meeting by asking if the Members had any ideas 
for the future to please do come forward. 



 

 
  

 
 
 
 
With no further business the President then thanked all the Members for 
attending today's AGM.  He again thanked Fullers for hosting the event and 
closed the meeting.  
Meeting ended at 8.40pm. 
Members were then able to take further refreshments. 

 

 
 

The transfer of the President’s chain of office from 
Tim Luckett to Peter Hughes 

 
Tim Luckett receiving his Past President 

pendant 
 
 

 
 

Tim Luckett receiving his gift of lead crystal 
champagne glasses from the Membership 

 
 

Arron Latham of Clydesdale Bank presenting 
his talk 

 
 


